
 

OUR 

MISSION  
 

Led by the  
Holy Spirit and 

nourished by the 
Eucharist, 

 Holy Rosary 
 Roman Catholic 
Parish strives to 
be a welcoming  

servant 
community. 

 
We celebrate the 
goodness of Godôs 
unconditional love 
through worship, 
education and 

 service. 

The Pastoral Council 

October 17, 2007 

 

The campaign to build the long-delayed parish center is under-

way! Under the enthusiastic leadership of Steve and Kelli Terry 

and Tom and Esther Drouin, we have kicked off the advanced 

gift portion of the campaign. In December, we put together our 

leadership team and have raised $100,000 already! 

Steve Terry explains his excitement for this campaign: 

My grandfather taught me about generosity right here in Edmonds at the old 

Holy Rosary Church. Heôd give me a few coins and tell me to keep some and 

give some. This was my first experience making a contribution. I was twenty 

when my grandfather died. At his funeral the priest read off a list of charities 

he supported. It left an impression on me - he lived a very modest life in a very 

modest house but he supported many charities. This was my first real under-

standing of sacrificial giving. Sacrificial giving is not easy but my wife and I 

think it is important that we give sacrificially to this campaign and we are. The 

project is badly needed and has been around much too long. Itôs time to 

stretch ourselves to bring it to completion. 

Our assistant vice chairs for advanced gifts: 

 Keith and Anne Porter   Gregg and Jeanette Smith 

 Dennis and Carla OôLeary  Patrick and Mary Ingram 

 Mike and Anne Meiers   Larry and Linda Lenz 

Communications Advisor: Carolyn Douglas 

Community Gifts Chairs Kevin and Betty Mest    Greg and Kirsten Beach 

Creative Gifts Chairs:  Alan and Janet Stover 

Prayer Committee Chair: Al Hendricks 

As we finish the Advanced Gifts Phase during the next two months, the Community 

Gifts Phase will begin on February 21st. As Kevin Mest clearly stated, ñWe need to get 

this project done. The current building is no longer safe or functional and will be-

come a drain on our financial resources. The new building will support the needs of 

our parish members and the mission statement of the parish for many years to 

come. The time is now to make the parish center truly the center of our parish com-

munity and become a priority in our commitment and our giving.ò 
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GIFTS & BLESSINGS 
 

 Upcoming Events  

  Campaign Announcement Weekend  Saturday and Sunday, January 23 and 24 

  Religiouis Ed Lenten Family Morning  Sunday, February 7, 10:00ð11:30, School Hall 

  School Midwinter Break    Monday ,February 8, to Friday, February 12 

  Creative Giving Seminar   Sunday, January 31, 3:00 p.m., Rectory 

  Presidentôs DayðSchool & Parish Office closed  Monday, February 15 

  Campaign Kickoff    Sunday, February 21, noon in the School Hall 

  Auction      Saturday, March 6, 6:00, Gym 

 



More than 100 members of Holy Rosary Parish participated in the construction of four new homes last year in south 

Everett, a project of Habitat for Humanity of Snohomish County. (See Gifts and Blessings, April 2009, on 

www.holyrosaryedmonds.org.) 

The work was done under the auspices of the Holy Rosary Social Justice Committee during 11 weekends in 2009. 

During the year, 43 people worked on site on one Saturday each month, coordinator Mary Hovander said. The work 

ranged from digging and filling ditches to carpentry and painting. In addition 61 people worked on providing lunches 

for the 43 laborers, coordinator Anne Wermus said. Individuals and such 

groups as the Social Justice Committee, Senior Moments, Friday Morning 

Bible Study and the Monday Evening Bible Study groups participated. Some 

worked and provided food several times. Holy Rosary's participation in the 

program ended in December when another group stepped in. 

Two of the homes will be occupied by families originating in Ethiopia -- one 

of them a family of seven now living in a two-bedroom apartment in Lynnwood, Wermus said. 

  Followup on Holy Rosary and Habitat  by Jim Haley 
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My experience on December 5th with youth group members was a great experience. I got 

up early around 9:00 a.m. and headed down to the Holy Rosary Youth Room, and my 

friends and I prepared over 400 mugs with candies and toiletries. Then we packed up the 

mugs into the car, and my family drove to downtown Seattle to deliver them to homeless 

people at The Lazarus Center. We pulled into an 

alley, and then all of a sudden all of these home-

less people came out, lined up, and helped us 

bring the mugs into the shelter. One by one they were saying, ñGod bless youò 

or ñThank you so muchò, and they felt so blessed with these mugs. I appreciate 

what I have, and I see how these people are living, and they are so thankful for 

just one mug. This was a wonderful experience, and I would like to do this next year with the youth group. To make this 

happen in our parish next year we could use more donations such as toothbrushes, razors, and shampoo/conditioner. I hope 

this experience will continue throughout the years at Holy Rosary.  

   Mugging It Up For the Homeless by Langley Jackson 

To volunteer as an individual call 

Habitat at 425-258-6289 or see 

Habitat's Web site: 

www.habitatsnohomish.org/

volunteer/index.php 

One by one they were saying, 

ñGod bless youò or ñThank 

you so muchò, and they felt 

so blessed with these mugs. 

In November and December our choirs took their music on the road to former members 

Betsy Laush and Rita Romei at their retirement homes. Both Betsy and Rita sang in the 

choir for many years. 

Betsy was in the choir several years ago and though she moved slowly and needed to stay 

seated during mass, she could still hold her music.  She always had her wits about her and 

a very clever sense of humor. Betsy is beloved by 

not only the Holy Rosary choir, but was also a 

long time member of Choir of the Sound.  She has 

been honored on several occasions by the COTS 

and Frank DeMiero's  Sno-King Chorale.    In her 

younger days, Betsy played the violin in a quartet, called 'The Mothers 

Four'  and played with the Holy Rosary Community String group until she 

moved to the retirement home.  

 

Bringing the Gift of Music to the Shut-in by Susan Olmos 

ñIt is my belief that the gift 

of music has the power to up-

lift the soul and to bring joy 

and comfort to the down 

trodden and the lonely.ò    

The choir with Reita Romei 

http://www.habitatsnohomish.org/volunteer/index.php
http://www.habitatsnohomish.org/volunteer/index.php


Ten people are knocking on our parish door asking for 

partnership in faith in what will likely be the spiritual 

event of their lives. Three of them have never been     

baptized and seven who have been baptized in other faiths 

are seeking admission to the Roman Catholic Church. 

They all want admission to the sacraments. They are   

participating in the RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults, and, God willing, will become 

full -fledged members of our congregation 

at Easter time. 

ñThey come for a variety of reasons,ò said 

Anne Hendricks, who for more than 30 

years has been associated with the Holy 

Rosary team and the Vatican Council II-

initiated program for bringing new souls 

into the Catholic faith. The most common 

reason for turning to the church is the request of a spouse 

or prospective spouse, Hendricks said. "Sometimes they 

are genuine seekers," Hendricks said. 

One seeker is Mark Ayers, 47, who lives with his wife, 

Kerry, and two sons in Edmonds. Ayers is one of the 

three candidates for baptism. He was born in rural New 

York and moved to the South as a boy. He was in the U.S. 

Army and moved around quite a bit. "The first place I ever 

went to a Catholic mass was in the Army" in Italy, he said. 

In the early 1990s he started the RCIA process in           

St. Joseph  Parish in Seattle. He was about half way 

through when he moved and didn't get settled in a new 

program until September when he joined the Holy Rosary 

RCIA. "I think what brought me originally to the Catholic 

Church is what I see in people who are Catholic," Ayers 

said. Not all of them, but enough of them. 

And he likes what he sees in Holy Rosary Parish, which 

he perceives as welcoming and friendly, "kind of a com-

munity connection." It is through this community connec-

tion that he seeks a relationship with God, he said. 

This spiritual journey is less a program and more a sacra-

mental process concerned with the fundamental values of 

Christian life, said Thomas Morris in his book, The 

RCIA, Transforming the Church. Candidates and catechu-

mens normally start their formal journey in September 

and complete it with the Archbishop during Easter. The 

process usually contains four sections, including an initial 

inquiry, the rite of entry into the catechumenate in early 

December, and an indefinite period when they look at the 

basic beliefs of the church and do some soul searching 

before concluding the process at Easter. 

"The person doesn't necessarily follow our calendar," 

Hendricks said. There is a necessary 

leap of faith, an acceptance of the 

mysteries as they head into the final 

stage, a period of purification and 

enlightenment. At Easter time, the 

bishop would welcome them into the 

Church with the sacraments of  Bap-

tism for  the      unbaptized, Confir-

mation and the Eucharist.  

Along this journey, candidates and catechumens attend 

weekly sessions learning about the faith, its mysteries and 

rituals. On one Wednesday evening, pastor Fr. Kenneth 

Haydock stresses that all of our daily lives are filled with  

family gathering for the evening meal. Likewise, our faith 

and sacraments. "All sacraments give grace if there is an 

ounce of faith," Fr. Haydock said. 

On another Wednesday, Hendricks explains in detail the 

meaning and symbolism of the mass and the transubstan-

tiation, the changing of bread and wine into the body and 

blood of Christ. Other elements are detailed throughout 

the months. 

In church on Sunday mornings, candidates listen to the 

Gospel reading and are dismissed from the congregation. 

ñThey don't just go home,ò Hendricks said. In a tradition 

that goes back to the very early church, they meet and 

discuss the day's readings and how they may be applied to 

their daily lives. 

Catechumen Ayers, for one, said he's ready to accept the 

mysteries of faith. "I'd say I've always been spiritual but 

didn't participate in a spiritual community," he said.  

Although he didn't complete the process once before, he 

wants to connect to the Holy Rosary spiritual family. He's 

certain now he will see it through. 

        RCIA ï Connecting in Faith  - By Jim Haley 

Volume 3, Issue 1 Page 3 

ñTHE NEW COVENANT  in and through Christðthe reconciliation he effects between human-

kind and Godðforms a community: the new People of God, the body of Christ, the 

Church.ò  - US Conference of Catholic Bishops, ñStewardship, A Discipleôs Responseò 1991 

ñI think what brought me 

originally to the Catholic 

Church is what I see in 

people who are Catholic."   

      - Catechumen Mark Ayers 
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A HUNDRED THOUSAND WELCOMES TO  

Holy Rosaryôs 50TH Annual  

Silent and Live Auction Gala!  
 

With only eight weeks left until the March 6th auction,  work continues at a record 
pace!  We are busy acquiring fabulous donations while managing all of the event  

details that accompany this important school fundraiser.  
 

Your support is needed and appreciated! 

Please consider a donation of an item or service, a vacation home, hosting a dinner 

party or gifting airline miles!  Can you (or someone you know) purchase an ad in our 

catalog?  Will you consider joining one of our Ireland County Clubs?  Your cash 

contribution will help us underwrite the expense of the auction. 

County Clare Member:     Cash Gifts to $99.00 

County Kilkenny Member:   $100 to $499 

County Dublin Member:   $500 to $999 

County Tipperary Member:   $1000 and Above 

The Holy Rosary Womanôs Association Quilt Raffle started this month. You can  

purchase tickets for this treasured work of art in the vestibule after mass.   Thank you 

Helen Jolly and ladies for such a beautiful addition to this auction!  

If you would like to volunteer, donate or attend the event this year please call or email 

the school Development Office: 

  Mona Warchol, Auction Chair              425.977.4548       monawarchol@hotmail.com 

  Joan Sobba, Development Director     425.977.4546      joans@holyrosaryedmonds.org 

 A Hundred thousand Thank Yous 

for your help in making Holy Rosary a great place 

for all our families! 

Lead by Alan and Janet Stover, the Creative Giving Committee      

assists the Connections in Faith and Fellowship Campaign by        

presenting the Creative Giving Seminars. A panel of professional   

experts, including an investment banker, an accountant and an attorney 

will explain giving strategies and options that minimize or avoid taxes 

and generate savings. 

Dates of the Creative Giving Seminars:   

 January 31, 2010, 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 March 21, 2010,   1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If you would like to attend either date, please email Patty Kendall at 

holyrosarycampaign@holyrosaryedmonds.org or call her at 425-977-4543. 

Creative Giving Seminars  by Janet Stover 

mailto:monawarchol@hotmail.com
mailto:holyrosarycampaign@holyrosaryedmonds.org

