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(Blood Drive continued from page 1)

"My role was indirect in that all of the donor reitment, blood collection and
blood processing laboratories were under my divactilong with the transfusior
service that matches and distributes the bloodgh8tsaid.

The Puget Sound Blood Centeprovides transfusion medicine, consultation a
education to assist physicians and medical steditfhout the region. Medical
centers in tharea transfused nearly 150,000 units of red cellsraoié than

65,000 units of whole blood platelets .
during the past year, according to the | Holy Rosary blood drive is set for
center's web site. Aug. 8 during and after Sunday

People have a variety of excuses for ndtMasses.
giving blood, including fear of the needlgPeople who have already signed up

Although that's a common fear, Strong | ill be contacted in July to schedule
sald'that staff members are weII' tra!ned time. Those who have not signed uf
and in most cases the needle stick is qmlghd ant to qive blood can call the
and painless. "We use sterilized equip- ) w ) give bioo )

ment and each donor has their own indlParish office to leave their names ar
vidual donor set, so disease transmissipaontact information425-778-3122.
isn't really an issue," Strong said.
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Donors are screened prior to giving blood to make ¢hey are eligible and to
make sure that the blood supply is safe. Numemsts tire conducted on the blq
after donation to assure quality.

Blood is absolutely necessary in treating traumaegeries and many diseases, S
Strong, who has retired from the blood center buatioues work internationally.
He has lectured and taught in the field of tissaieking on six continents.

Most people are eligible to donate.

You have to be in good health and at least 18 yadrsTeens 16 or 17 can donate

if they have a blood program consent form signed pgrent or legal guardian.
You also must weigh 110 pounds or more and maytddriaod every 56 days.

Some health conditions or medications can temggraripermanently prevent
people from donating. You can discuss eligibilityhna blood center nurse by
phone or e-mail: 800-366-2831 ext. 2543 or golitmcalprogram@psbc.ord-or
example, if you have a cold or flu, you can't derthtat day. A pregnant woman
can't donate, and she must wait six weeks aftévatglbefore she becomes eligib

Those who have been treated for cancer often @iblelto donate a year after
treatment, but that particular situation shouldilseussed with a blood center nuf

Mary Pat Thorpe, who worked for years as a nuisd,that donating blood "is n
a big deal." Getting the blood when and in the ¢tias he needed it was a big

deal for her husband. "I'm alive," he said, "Blatmhation is an essential servicq.
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(Poor continued from page 3)

The committee will continue to push projects thduaate people about poverty

and may conduct another forum in the fall or winRwotta said. Such education

will not duplicate other efforts such as the woosksuch groups as St. Vincent d
Paul or the Knights of Columbus, Sr. Bader addéde Want to provide the foun
dation to support those efforts."
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The Blood Drive: Giving the Gift of Life
By Jim Haley
"The miracle of my cure was due not only to the prgers of hundreds of people,
many of whom | didn't know personally, and the skil of an excellent surgeon,
Dr. Yeung, but also to the availability of so muctblood, due tothe generosity
Led by the of so many who had given their blood for some strager.” - Dick Thorpe.
Holy Spirit and When Dick Thorpe had cancer surgery in 1998, he'dkthow how
: close he was to dying. But Thorpe, then a SnohoQaimty
nourished _by the Superior Court judge, had good doctors, God andPtiget Sound
Eucharist, Blood Center on his side.
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The now retired judge states firmly and loudly thatheeded more
than 39 pints of blood when surgeons at the Unityeo$ Washington
Hospital attacked the cancerous growths in hig likging a more
than 12-hour operation. Doctors later told him g@nhe thought thg
he had only about a 5 percent chance of surviving.

Since then he's made it a point to give back. &rgwpportunity, he donates blood to
the regional facility that supplies blood for meaiacilities throughout the area, the
Puget Sound Blood Center. That's why he and his,Wfary Pat, were anxious to sign
up for a blood drive at Holy Rosary Parish. "l wempay back the 39 and a half units,"
said Thorpe, who is now 75. "It's not just me. MBgt and both my sons are doing it,
too."

The drive is scheduled for Aug. 8a Sunday, in the parish hall during the day's nrasse

It may not have helped Thorpe directly, but attthme he had a friend and fellow Holy
Rosary parishioner as the chief operating offidehe Puget Sound Blood Center,
Michael Strong.

(Continued at Blood Drive on page 4)

THE NEXT DAY he took out two silver coins and gave them toitinieeper with the
instruction “Take care of him. If you spend morartlwhat | have given you, | shall
repay you on my way back.” - From “The Parable of The GRerdaritan,” Lukel1: 35

Upcoming Events

Connections Campaign Celebration

Blood Drive

First Day of School

Saturday & Sunday, July 10 and 11 after masses
Sunday, August 8, 8:30 a.m.— noon

and 1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 1




The Youth Migrant Project 2010

Photos by Kate Scott

The Youth Migrant Project is a program of St. Césurl
Borromeo Parish in Bellingham to serve the migfanti-
lies in the area. We sent 18 junior high volunteeth 6
high school team leaders and 5 adult chaperones.

Here are photos of our youth as they care for migkals in

the daycare and serve on the lunch line and icltthing
bank.

The Poor Among Us

By Jim Haley

Follow-up on Letters for the Poor

by Anne Wermus

After the masses on February 27 & 28, you may rebagra
great deal of activity in the vestibule with a nuienbf groups
hoping to catch your eye. At one of the tables weeenbers of
the Social Justice Committee seeking our help fepexial
constituency --the poor in the state of Washington.

The committee encouraged parishioners here at Rosary to
join together as a caring faith community to wiéters to the
Washington State Legislature and Senate asking tbéomnd
critical housing programs for those most in need.

Following mass Coffee 'nd was hosted by the Sdcistice
members and provided an alternative opportunigotwsider
sending a letter while enjoying a cup of coffee.

Holy Rosary was able to send 130 letters in suppfdidnding

for The Housing Trust Fund (HTF), Transitional HmgsOp-
erating and Rent (THOR), and Washington Familiesd~u
(WFF.)

The effort was successful. The state budget ind&iemillion
for the Washington Families Fund and the capitalge in-
cluded $30 million for the Housing Trust Fund. RCW
43.185c¢.20 was amended to provide grants to lagaices
through the Transitional Housing Operating & RerddgPam.
For more information see http://www.buildingchangeg/
news-room/heads-up/75-heads-up-blog-item/276-shadieet-
includes-1-million-for-washington-families-fun@Or if you'd
rather navigate, go to www.buildingchanges.orgkctin
“news-room”. Under the “Overview” heading, click timeads-
up” and scroll down to the state budget article.)

Some have a little. Others have a lot. Then there¢hmse
who don't have much at all in the way of worldlyakh.

That was a message driven home April 27 duringisipa One way to measure poverty in a given communitg is
conduct a one-night homeless count within a comtyui
Midst," was backed by three parish speakers who workEdmonds is one of the few cities that doesn't d6, Wan

forum on poverty. The forum's titleRPbdverty in Our

housing units on 50 properties throughout the dochd
cese.

in the human service fields and talked

about the various circumstances that cpiPeople couldn't believe

lead to a downward spiral in people's

Edmonds is a charming little city on th¢ said. He suggested that
shore of Puget Sound, a seemingly afffimembers of the parish

Social Justice Committee

ent community. But looks can be decei
ing, said parish member Dorothy Trine
who has worked off and on more than

-

Paul Society at Holy Rosary and other| it's like.
Seattle parishes. "People just don't redlize

there are actually 13-year- | such a count as one way to firnggtab-
lives. old homeless kids," Jaime |lish the problem, he said. "There are

spend an evening at Teen

three decades with the St. Vincent de |Feed to get a feel for what | pecause savings and investments are
wiped out by a catastrophic illness in the

Tassell said. People in the parish coulg
suggest strongly that city hall conduct

people who have actually camped outg
my house," he said.

Reasons for homelessness are varied.
Sometimes it's chemical dependency,
losing a job, mental illness or simply

that in every community poverty is all around u&jhen
said. "It's kind of hard to recognize when you'o¢ look-
ing for it."

Trinen was one of the speakers invited by the p8&
cial Justice Committee to talk to some 40 people wh
gathered for the forum. The forum was held as arcad
tional tool to increase the awareness of povedgeto
home, saicsr. Diana Bader, OR who until recently led
the committee.

So, as a parish community, where do we go fromere

"Our goal as a committee was to provide the oppdtstu
for education," Sr. Bader said. Action by indivithia
could mean anything from writing legislators or Qoess
members promoting legislation that helps the poaot-
unteering for one of the very active parish minéstithat
serve the poor, she said.

"We wanted to provide the opportunity for peopleite
derstand there is a social need right under o 0Sr.

family, he said. "Homeless people don'
self-identify themselves," Van Tassell said. Youhti
run into panhandlers in a big city like Seattleyt'that's
just the tip of the iceberg. Most people you dee#."

Parishionetaime Jamisonsees a younger group of
poor. He runs an organization known as Teen Feed f
teenagers and young adults who are on the stre8isat-
tle's University District. His work involves not kyrpro-
viding daily evening meals but also attemptingstab-
lish a trust relationship between his young cliemtd
adults, plus a monthly wellness clinic.

There are young people from all over the area wahma
their own for a variety of reasons. In many catdesy
leave bad situations at home and make a bettecehoi
the streets. They often form "street families," ethin
some cases is a step up in life for them, Jamiamh $he
University District is a magnet drawing in kids rinaall
over the area. "They look like they belong," Jamisaid
of the district. "With a backpack, they kind of intkin."

Bader said.

Another speakeRob [ FOr more information about ti&ocial

Van Tassell,talked

i Justice Committeeor to join, email kigs " He suggested that members of the paris
about Catholic Com-| Dianne Bottadi037@comcast.net

munity Services and
its effort to reduce
homelessness in
Western Washingtor] 425-257-2111.
He runs Catholic
Housing Services,
which operates 2,00

=4

parish office, 425-778-3122.

To volunteer withCatholic Commu-
nity Servicesin Everett, telephone

To get involved in groups like tHex.
Vincent de Paul Society contact the

Jamison said he's sometimes insulated by what
sees every day. At the forum, "people couldn't
believe there are actually 13-year-old homeless

Social Justice Committee spend an evening at |
Feed to get a feel for what it's like.

Dianne Botta, who now is the committee facilita-
tor, said that's not a bad idea. "My feeling id tha
members of the committee would really be inter
ested in going down and seeing for themselves,
Botta said. “A lot of us haven't really come faoce

face with poverty,” she added.
(Contunued at Poor on page
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